
ClassSizeCounts.com

ClassSizeCounts.com

www.ClassSizeCountsWA.com
Paid for by Class Size Counts • 603 Stewart St. Suite 819 • Seattle, WA 98101

Class Size: The Story  
Behind the Numbers

 In 2009 legislators passed ESHB 2261, a reform bill which established a bi-partisan Quality Education 
Council (QEC). This Council was charged with identifying the minimum elementary, middle and high school 
staffing ratios necessary to provide students the opportunity to meet rigorous state standards.

As part of the McCleary Decision to mandate funding improvements, the state supreme court has ordered 
the state to implement ESHB 2261 by 2018—including the legislature’s own class size recommendations.

After cutting $2.6 billion in K-12 funding since 2008, the 2013 budget made little progress to restore and 
enhance court-ordered funding. Class size reduction resources were only provided for kindergarten and 
first-grade in high-poverty schools. No funding is provided to reduce class sizes in grades 2-12.

Non-Poverty Schools
Grade  
Level

2013-14 Staffing  
Allocations

QEC Adopted  
Allocations

Required  
Decrease

K - 3 25.23 17 32.6%
4--6 27 25 7.4%
7--8 28.53 25 12.4%
9--12 28.74 25 13%

High-Poverty Schools    
Grade  
Level

2013-14 Staffing  
Allocations

QEC Adopted  
Allocations

Required  
Decrease

K-1  20.85 15 28.1% 
2--3 24.1 15 37.8%

4 27 22 18.5%
5--6 27 23 14.8%
7--8 28.53 23 19.4%
9--12 28.74 23 20%

Class Size Counts for ALL Our Kids!
   Learn more and take action today:

“In January 2012, the Supreme Court ruled the state was not meeting  
its constitutional duty to public-school children and ordered the Legislature  
to start paying the full cost of basic education, plus the education reforms  
they had have adopted in recent years. Those reforms included all-day  
kindergarten for all kids and smaller class sizes.”       -Seattle Times 9/1/13




